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O F  O n o b r y c h i s  i b e r i c a  

I .  I .  M o n i a v a  a n d  K.  G. M i k a b e r i d z e  UDC 547.972.2 

In the f lowers  of plants of the genus Onobrychis growing in Georgia - O. iber ica ,  O_.:. oxytropoides,  O_.~. 
cyr i ,  O. kemular ia ,  O. inermis ,  O. a renar ia ,  O. sosnowskji ,  O__. an~ustifolia, O.  kache t ica ,O,  mescheyica ,  
O. radla ta  - by paper -chromatograph ic  analysis we have detected five cateehins with Rf  0.37; 0.46, 0.54; 
0.61; 0.71 [BAW (4 : 1 : 5) sys tem];  the main component is the substance with Rf  0.37. 

An aqueous ethanolic ex t rac t  of the f lowers of O. iber ica  was purif ied and separa ted  on Sephadex by a 
method proposed by us previous ly  [1]. The six flavonoids that we have descr ibed  previously  [2] and one cate-  
chin were  obtained in the pure state.  The catechin isolated fo rmed  ac ieular  c rys ta l s  with mp 211-214°C 

CzHsOH k max 277 nm. On paper  chromatograms  with a 1% solution of vanlllin in concentra ted hydrochlor ic  acid 
it showed a red  spot at the level  of authentic ( - ) -ep iga l loca tech in .  A mixture  gave no depress ion  of the 
melting point. 

The physicochemical  p roper t i e s  of this substance cor respond  to those of ( - ) -ep iga l loca tech in  [3]. 

This is the f i r s t  t ime that catechins have been found in plants of the genus Onobrychls .  
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